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Drop  
everything
To make basic earrings, you need to do only three simple things: 

String beads on a head pin, make a loop, and attach an earring 

wire. These easy earrings are a pretty way to use leftover beads.  

I used gemstone ovals and pearls and crystals, but just about any 

combination of beads (and spacers, if you like) lends itself to a 

drop. It’s so easy, you’ll make a pair for all of your favorite outfits. 

1On a head pin (to make your own, see below), string beads 
and spacers however you want. Make a plain loop or a 

wrapped loop (see Basics, p. 14). 
2Open the loop of an earring wire (Basics). Attach the 

dangle and close the loop. Make a second earring to 
match the first. 

tip If the bottom bead has a 
large hole, use a head pin with a 
decorative end, or string a seed 
bead or a spacer before stringing 
the bead.

design ideas

supplies
• 2 or more 4–12mm beads  
• 2 or more 3–6mm spacers (optional)
• 2 11⁄2-in. (3.8cm) head pins
• pair of earring wires or posts
• chainnose pliers
• roundnose pliers
• diagonal wire cutters

To make a head pin with a paddle 
on the end, cut a piece of 22- or 
24-gauge round wire. On a bench 
block or anvil, hammer the tip of 
the wire. File the edges if they’re 
sharp. 

Try using head pins in decorative 
or jeweled styles. These head pins 
are from Fire Mountain Gems and 
JewelrySupply.com.

You can get earring wires in other 
metals or use embellished earring 
findings. From left to right: Bali 
silver (Rupa B. Designs), natural 
brass (Vintaj), cubic zirconia 
(House of Gems), and niobium 
(Rings & Things). 
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Cute clusters

These super-easy earrings use only one technique — making 

plain loops — to dangle three beads from a chain. The bead 

shape, chain, and earring wire you choose create the overall 

effect. Whether you like chunky clusters or delicate dangles, you 

can achieve different looks by varying the basic earring. 

3Open the loop (Basics) of the 
largest bead unit. Attach it to the 

bottom chain link and close the loop. 
4Attach two other bead units to the 

next links on opposite sides of 
the chain. If you like, trim links from 
the top of the dangle and reattach it 
to the earring wire. Make a second 
earring as the mirror image of the first. 

1On a head pin, string a bead. Make 
a plain loop (see Basics, p. 14). 

Make two more bead units. 
2Cut a piece of chain to the length 

you want. (The chains on these 
earrings are 1⁄2 in./1.3cm.) Open the 
loop of an earring wire (Basics) and 
attach the chain. Close the loop. 

tip Attach each chain to an 
earring wire before attaching the 
bead units. It will be easier to 
handle the short pieces of chain 
when you’re attaching the cluster. 

design ideas
For the basic 
cluster, I went for 
an antique look with 
muted colors and 
gold findings. 
The earrings 
combine 
matte finish and 
sparkle, smooth 
and faceted 
textures, and opaque 
and transparent beads. So that 
it doesn’t overwhelm the other 
beads, the largest bead (12mm) 

is the least colorful. 

Use a hammered  
9–10mm jump ring in 

place of the bottom 
bead in the cluster. 
Use a 3–4mm 
jump ring to 

attach the jump 
ring to the chain. 

For long, linear earrings, 
skip the chain. Instead, 
attach the cluster directly 
to the loop of an earring 
thread (available from 
Rings & Things). Also, use 
smaller beads (I used 
4mm, 6mm, and 
8mm sizes). 

For fuller earrings, attach 
five or more bead units 
to the chain. My earrings 
have 4–8mm round, 
rondelle, and coin-shaped 
gemstones and crystals 
on a 3mm cable chain. 
The smaller the chain 

link, the closer together 
the beads will hang. 

supplies
• 6 4–12mm beads  
• �1–2 in. (2.5–5cm) cable chain, 

3–5mm links 
• 6 11⁄2-in. (3.8cm) head pins
• pair of earring wires 
• chainnose pliers
• roundnose pliers
• diagonal wire cutters
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